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@ BIBLE ACCESS LIST
2025

A 2025 assessment in 88 countries identifying where Bible access
is most difficult and shortages among Christians are greatest

MISSION STATEMENT
.H To provide a reliable, global view of Bible Restrictions and
Shortages to inform the fulfillment of the Great Commission

CORE ASSESSMENTS

Bible Restrictions list Bible Shortage
list
Block 1 @ Block 2
(75% weight) (25% weight) Estimated
Restrictions ﬁr\‘ Socio- number of
ig\posed by 0 cehharie o Christians
i ; o
o borrers (o9 | i gesrina
other actors BOyerhy, podr don't have
(e.g. banning infrastructure, one. Resuits
Bible printing, low literacy) expressed in
distribution, ranges
awnership) .

METHODOLOGY AND DATA SOURCES

Primary data Secondary data
World Christian Database

L Global surveys ;
\ ; i g Open Doors’ World Watch List
Expert interviews . Yo
R 3 ; Tm? \World Bank Indicatars
Field observations L— I ; S
Bible Translation Repositories

KEY OUTPUTS
Bible Bible Country
Restrictions List Shortage List Profiles

A ranked A ranked scored MNarrative
scored list list where the N and visual
v==| based on [GJE shortage among E summaries of
V=] access the Christians is Bible access
restrictions the greatest realities and
prayer needs

Overview

Stories from the Bible

Common Myths about Bible Access

Bible Restrictions: indicators, scoring, results

Bible Shortage: approach and results

Combining Restrictions and Shortage — a global challenge!
Common Myths about Bible Access: debunked!

A call to action & Your Toolkit

BIBLE ACCESS LIST



®

Restr

m—
W —
o —
o

L]

@ BIBLE ACCESS LIST
2025

MISSION STATEMENT

CORE ASSESSMENTS

Bible Restrictions list

Block 1
(75% weight)
Restrictions
imposed by
Governments,
extremist or
other actors
(e.g. banning
Bible printing,
distribution,
ownership)

®
05>

Block 2
(25% weight)
Socio-
economic
barriers (e.g
poverly, poor
infrastructure,
low literacy)

A 2025 assessment in 88 countries identifying where Bible access
is most difficult and shortages among Christians are greatest

To provide a reliable, global view of Bible Restrictions and
Shortages to inform the fulfillment of the Great Commission

Bible Shortage

list

Estimated
number of
Christians

.’&‘ desiring a

Bible but
don't have
one. Results
expressed in
ranges

METHODOLOGY AND DATA SOURCES

Primary data

=

Global surveys

Bible
ictions List

A ranked
scored list
based on
access
restrictions

Expert interviews
Field observations

Secondary data

World Christian Database
& . Doors' World Watch List
Sw® \World Bank Indicators
==y

Bible Translation Repositories

KEY OUTPUTS

Bible

Shortage List

il =

A ranked scored
list where the
shortage among
the Christians is
the greatest

Country
Profiles

Marrative

b and visual
|_ summaries of
Bible access

realities and
prayer needs

Overview

Stories from the Bible

Common Myths about Bible Access

Bible Restrictions: indicators, scoring, results

Bible Shortage: approach and results

Combining Restrictions and Shortage — a global challenge!
Common Myths about Bible Access: debunked!

A call to action & Your Toolkit
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Bible Access Restrictions and Shortage:
Stories from the Bible

KING JOSIAH AND
THE REDISCOVERY

OF THE LAW
(2 Kings 22-23)

When the Book of the Law
was found, it was first read
to Josiah, ignited action
leading to revival and
reformation.

EZRA READS THE

LAW TO THE PEOPLE
(Nehemiah 8)

Ezra read the Law to retur-

ned exiles. Their response
of worship and repentence
resulted in a broken
community rebuilt.

PHILIP AND THE

ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH
(Acts 8:26-40)

Philip explained the
scripture from Isaiah,
leading to salvation and
expansion of the gospel.

JEHOSHAPHATSENDS

THE LEVITES
(2 Chronicles 17:7-10)

Levites to proclaim the Word,
peace reinged, and the fear
of the Lord fell on surronding

The Word that Precedes the Move:
A Biblical Foundation for Bible Access

4 V7 E:&\‘\
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BIBLE ACCESS LIST




@ BIBLE ACCESS LIST
2025

A 2025 assessment in 88 countries identifying where Bible access
is most difficult and shortages among Christians are greatest

MISSION STATEMENT
.H To provide a reliable, global view of Bible Restrictions and
Shortages to inform the fulfillment of the Great Commission

CORE ASSESSMENTS

Bible Restrictions list Bible Shortage
list

Block 1 @ Block 2
(75% weight) (25% weight) Estimated
Restrictions DU Socio- number of
ig\posed by 0 cehharie o Christians

overnments, gl desiring a
extremist or barriers (2.9 o Bible but
other actors poverty, poor don't have
(e.g. banning infrastructure, one. Results
Bible printing, low literacy) expressed in
distribution, ranges

¥ ges

ownership)

METHODOLOGY AND DATA SOURCES

Primary data Secondary data

+  Global surveys World Christian Database
2 : veys A
\ ; i g Open Doors’ World Watch List
Expert interviews . Yo
R 3 ; Tm? \World Bank Indicatars
Field observations — i : e
Bible Translation Repositories

KEY OUTPUTS
Bible Bible Country
Restrictions List Shortage List Profiles

A ranked A ranked scored MNarrative
scored list list where the N and visual
v==| based on [GJE shortage among E summaries of
V=] access the Christians is Bible access

restrictions the greatest realities and
prayer needs

Overview
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Common Myths about Bible Access
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Combining Restrictions and Shortage — a global challenge!
Common Myths about Bible Access: debunked!

A call to action & Your Toolkit
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4 Common Myths

About Bible Access
Around the World

x?\ Bibles Are
o Available
Everywhere
9 Digital Bibles
Are the Global
' Solution

Bibles Are
Accessible to
Anyone

i

A Combination of
Printed and Online
Bibles Solves the
Global Bible
Shortage

Common Myths about Bible Access

Let us explore what the data reveals
Keep these in mind and we’ll revisit them later on!

Sy

BIBLE ACCESS LIST



@ BIBLE ACCESS LIST
2025

A 2025 assessment in 88 countries identifying where Bible access
is most difficult and shortages among Christians are greatest

MISSION STATEMENT
.H To provide a reliable, global view of Bible Restrictions and
Shortages to inform the fulfillment of the Great Commission

CORE ASSESSMENTS

Bible Restrictions list Bible Shortage
list

Block 1 @ Block 2
(75% weight) (25% weight) Estimated
Restrictions DU Socio- number of
ig\posed by 0 cehharie o Christians

overnments, gl desiring a
extremist or barriers (2.9 o Bible but
other actors poverty, poor don't have
(e.g. banning infrastructure, one. Results
Bible printing, low literacy) expressed in
distribution, ranges

¥ ges

ownership)

METHODOLOGY AND DATA SOURCES

Primary data Secondary data
+  Global sur World Christian Database
\1% il e o g Open Doors’ World Watch List
Expert interviews w . Yo
A : : World Bank Indicatars
Field observations L— I : S
Bible Translation Repositories
KEY OUTPUTS
Bible Bible Country
Restrictions List Shortage List Profiles

A ranked A ranked scored MNarrative
scored list list where the N and visual
v==| based on [GJE shortage among E summaries of
V=] access the Christians is Bible access

restrictions the greatest realities and
prayer needs

Overview

Stories from the Bible

Common Myths about Bible Access

Bible Restrictions: indicators, scoring, results

Bible Shortage: approach and results

Combining Restrictions and Shortage — a global challenge!
Common Myths about Bible Access: debunked!

A call to action & Your Toolkit

BIBLE ACCESS LIST



Bible Restrictions: indicators, scoring and results

Block 1: Access Restrictions (Max. 75 points)
(6 indicators (imposed by Gov’t/ Extremists/Others)

Restrictions to freely IMPORT
Bibles in any quantity

Restrictions to freely PRINT
Bibles in any quantity

Restrictions to freely STORE
Bibles in any quantity

Restrictions to freely OWN Bibles
in any quantity

Restrictions to freely DISTRIBUTE
Bibles in any quantity

INTERNET SAFETY: safe to access
the Bible online and is the gov’t
monitoring internet access

4 dimensions per restriction:

 What % of the Christian population
is impacted by a specific restriction?

 What % of Other population is
impacted by a specific restriction?

26-50% 51-75% 76-100%

0-10% 11-25%

 What is the severity for Christians?
* What is the severity for Others?

Low Medium High Very High

BIBLE ACCESS LIST



Bible Restrictions: indicators, scoring and results

Block 2: Other Limiting Factors (Max. 25 points)
5 indicators (socio-economic indicators)

* POVERTY - prevents access
Bibles

Q

* LITERACY —alternative access
to written Bibles
* POOR INFRASTRUCTURE -
limits / complicates access
to Bibles
ELECTRICITY — prevents access
to electronic versions
LIMITED INTERNET AVAILABILITY
— prevents access to online
Bibles

> [ @o
= Hfa]
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-
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T
[

.)))

Data source: various indices from the data bank from

World Bank

BIBLE ACCESS LIST



Bible Restrictions: indicators, scoring and results
Composite of ACCESS RESTRICTIONS AND OTHER LIMITING FACTORS— Max. 100 points

Block 1: Access Restriction (Max. 75 points)

Restrictions to freely IMPORT
Bibles in any quantity

Restrictions to freely PRINT
Bibles in any quantity

Restrictions to freely STORE
Bibles in any quantity

Restrictions to freely OWN Bibles
in any quantity

Restrictions to freely DISTRIBUTE
Bibles in any quantity

INTERNET SAFETY: safe to access
the Bible online and is the gov’t
monitoring internet access

Block 2: Other Limiting Factors (Max. 25 points)

i

> o @
=3 30

-
-~

l;'
l E ik

.)))

* POVERTY - prevents access
Bibles

e LITERACY —alternative
access to written Bibles

* POOR INFRASTRUCTURE —
limits / complicates access
to Bibles

* ELECTRICITY — prevents

access to electronic versions

* LIMITED INTERNET

AVAILABILITY — prevents
access to online Bibles

Overall Access Restriction Description

>75
>=65

Extreme Access Restrictions
Severe Access Restrictions

>=45

Some Access Restrictions

Sy

<45

Minimal Access Restrictions

BIBLE ACCESS LIST



Bible Restrictions list — framework for putting it all together(data & discernment)

* Block 1 and Block 2 indicators are part of a broader framework to establish the Bible Restrictions list.

 The framework is designed through rigorous methodologies and comprehensive evaluations to ensure a product
meets high-quality standards and is verifiable and defensible.

Phase 1: Data Collection & Phase 2: Synthesis & Phase 3: Validation,
Information Gathering Preliminary Results Finalize Results & Publish
1. Synthesis :
Baseline: Add: Extensive Draft Country I .
previous Partner Network scoring sheet Plausibility review
Research Resuth Contributions @ | |
2. Review, and Final Bible
approval from — .
Q BAL Experts Restrictions list
Leverage research | | @
from Open Doors Publish Oct 2025
and Other External 3. Preliminary
Research Ranking of BAL
BIBLE ACCESS LIST




Bible Access List Results- Bible Restrictions list — samples from Top 50

Block 1: Block 2:
BWL 2025 Country Total Ac<.:es.s Other Limiting
Access Rank Score Restrictions Factors
(Max: 75 points) [ (Max: 25 points)
1 Somalia 94.72 74.22 20.50
2 Afghanistan 94.47 74.22 20.25
3 Yemen 91.75 75.00 16.75
4 North Korea 91.72 74.22 17.50
5 Mauritania 88.72 69.22 19.50
6 Eritrea 88.63 71.88 16.75
7 Libya 86.75 75.00 11.75
8 Algeria 83.69 73.44 10.25
9 Iran 83.47 74.22 9.25
10 Turkmenistan 81.94 72.19 9.75
40 Cuba 62.91 53.91 9.00
41 Vietham 62.81 57.81 5.00
42 Myanmar 62.16 47.66 14.50
43 India 60.91 52.66 8.25 /f, q
44 Malaysia 60.44 58.44 2.00
45 Burkina Faso 58.38 34.38 24.00
46 Bangladesh 57.94 45.94 12.00
47 Chad 57.34 33.59 23.75
48 Jordan 56.81 52.81 4.00
49 Indonesia 56.34 49.84 6.50
50 Mali 55.19 35.94 19.25 BIBLE ACCESS LIST




#ﬁ, Bible Access List 2025 Results: Bible Restrictions list

Access Reskictions - All Lavels

B E:treme Access Restictions

B Severs Access Restichians

[T Considerable Acoess Rasinctions
Some Access Restrictions
Mirirral Accets Ragiriclion



BIBLE ACCESS LIST

Block 1: Access Restriction (Max. 75 points)

* Restrictions to freely IMPORT
Bibles in any quantity

* Restrictions to freely PRINT
Bibles in any quantity

* Restrictions to freely STORE
Bibles in any quantity

5
[
@ * Restrictions to freely OWN Bibles

in any quantity

* Restrictions to freely DISTRIBUTE
Bibles in any quantity

* INTERNET SAFETY: safe to access
the Bible online and is the gov’t
monitoring internet access

/f.&\‘ Bible Access List 2025 Results: Bible Restrictions list
Access Restrictions for Individual Indicators

} i ) 7 Bible Distibulion
A G Resfriclions
. | B e Distribution or
Exfrerne Restictions



S8 Bibles in any quantity:
34 countries

DN T _ 5

Bible Import Restrictions a\iﬁ - -

B No Import or Extreme Restrictions e % f
%‘

I Severe Restrictions ;

BIBLE ACCESS LIST



NO Freely PRINTING
Bibles in any quantity:
37 Countries

oD

Bible Print Restrictions

\ B No Printing or Extreme Restrictions
{ I (/} B severe Restrictions

BIBLE ACCESS LIST



| NO Free STORAGE of
8 Bibles in any quantity:
32 Countries

- %& b

.Lﬂ :

%

7)2/{

Py

Bible Storage Restrictions

B No Storage or Exireme Restrictions
I Severe Restrictions

yX

BIBLE ACCESS LIST




NO Free DISTRIBUTION of
Bibles in any quantity:
39 Countries

Bible Distribution
Restrictions

B No Distribution or
Extreme Restrictions

I Severe Restrictions

BIBLE ACCESS LIST
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7;&\ Bible Access List 2025 Results: Bible Restrictions list
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- Bible Access List 2025 Results: Bible Restrictions list
7o
@ Issue-Based Clusters

Similar patterns of access and restrictions challenges

BIBLE ACCESS LIST

Cluster 1 Muslim Majority

uuuuuu Cuvher 3

Cluster 2 Muslim Majority
Cluster 3 Other Religion Majority
Cluster 4 Christian Majority

Cluster 5 Christian Majority N ...m«-.




Cluster 1: Majority Muslim, Extreme or Severe Access Restrictions
and Varying Levels of Socio-Economic Challenges
__,' I%__.i. i ;_ -

w- il - Iy By-i
n-lg' .%4'._! .a_

-.EI. -

'l._ ) .:: B { e S e ¥ | -r"|-"
- W sl R b=
-: (BN .r-_l.- Bitla Accaii Lhd - Chogied | -"..:_.'

J T "

= = ¥ J B Chnler | Fofor Iy Bl Enberrer) Javears S
L .- il 1_' B b e, Yoy e B T (R

= BIBLE ACCESS LIST




Cluster 2: Majority Muslim, Considerable Access Restrictions
and Varying Levels of Socio-Economic Challenges
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Cluster 3: Other Majority Religion, Varying Access Restrictions
and Varying Levels of Socio-Economic Challenges
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Cluster 4: Majority Christian, Varying levels of Access Restrictions
and Extreme or Severe Levels of Socio-Economic Challenges
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Cluster 5: Majority Christian, Some or Minimal Access Restrictions
and Some Socio-Economic Challenges
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@ BIBLE ACCESS LIST
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A 2025 assessment in 88 countries identifying where Bible access
is most difficult and shortages among Christians are greatest

MISSION STATEMENT
.H To provide a reliable, global view of Bible Restrictions and
Shortages to inform the fulfillment of the Great Commission

CORE ASSESSMENTS

Bible Restrictions list Bible Shortage
list
Block 1 @ Block 2
(75% weight) (25% weight) Estimated
Restrictions ﬁr\‘ Socio- number of
ig\posed by 0 cehharie o Christians
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(e.g. banning infrastructure, one. Resuits
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distribution, ranges
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METHODOLOGY AND DATA SOURCES

Primary data Secondary data
+  Global sur World Christian Database
\1% il e o g Open Doors’ World Watch List
Expert interviews w . Yo
A : : World Bank Indicatars
Field observations L— I : S
Bible Translation Repositories
KEY OUTPUTS
Bible Bible Country
Restrictions List Shortage List Profiles

A ranked A ranked scored MNarrative
scored list list where the N and visual
v==| based on [GJE shortage among E summaries of
V=] access the Christians is Bible access

restrictions the greatest realities and
prayer needs

Overview

Stories from the Bible

Common Myths about Bible Access

Bible Restrictions: indicators, scoring, results

Bible Shortage: approach and results

Combining Restrictions and Shortage — a global challenge!
Common Myths about Bible Access: debunked!

A call to action & Your Toolkit
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Bible Shortage list — Approach and Results

Phase 1: Data Collection & Phase 3: Validation,

Phase 2: Synthesis &
Finalize Results & Publish

Preliminary Results

Information Gathering

8 apply 1

Correction for Map
Household & denominatio
Denomination ns per 1. Draft Bible
t * .
7 country 2 Ownership & Plausibilit .

c IDIITY review
survey: Bibles Map Needs overview aus Y TEViE
needed for Church
seekers or Growth

evangelism? in last 5
+ Explain * q
years 2. Review, Final Bible Shortage
approval from Ranking List
6 Survey: 3 BAL Experts

Bible needs Map Bibl.e
Believers? Ownership
+ Explain denomination { }

level o Publish Oct 2025
3. Preliminary

Ranking of BAL

5 Survey:
“Who wants
Bible but does
not have
one”

*#1 and #2 = source from World Christian Database BIBLE ACCESS LIST
** #3- #7 > BWL Surveys ; #8 — UN databank on World Population



Bible Watch List - SHORTAGE for Believers — SAMPLES

- . . Preliminary i Bible Ownership Preliminary
Shorage | Goumy | S| ot i "y S| Shorage ooy popaian | SUmate i el
Rank Believers
35  [Nepal 1,678,0000  51-70% 100 - 250K
1 Congo DR 100,566,000 21-35% >10 million 36  [Bangladesh 1,118,000 51-70% 100 - 250k
o, |Nigeria oeconood 5170 10 miltion 37 [rritrea 1,687,0000  71-90% 100 - 250k
608, 38 |Malaysia 3,449,000  51-70% 100 - 250k
3 [Ethiopia 77,500,000 21-35% >10 million 39 |ran 953,0000  21-35% 100 - 250k
4 |ndia R R N 40  |Lebanon 1,888,0000  51-70% 100 - 250k
233, -70% >10 million 41  [Srilanka 2,162,000  36-50% 50 - 100k
5 [China 121,448,000 51-70% 5-10 million 42  [SaudiArabia 2,274,000 21-35% 50 - 100k
43 |Syria 770,000  51-70% 50 - 100k
6 [kenya 44,852,000 21-35% 5- 10 million 44  |Cambodia 483,000  71-90% 50 - 100k
7  [Tanzania 38,397,000  21-35% 5 - 10 million 45 [Guinea 506,000  71-90% 50 - 100k
: 46 |Kuwait 629,0000  51-70% 50 - 100k
g8  Mozambique 19,973,000  51-70% 3-5 million 47  |NorthKorea 107,000  21-35% 50 - 100k
9 [ndonesia 36,608,000 21-35% 3-5 million 48 Mol 242000, 56:00% 25 50K
49  |Qatar 381,0000  36-50% 25 - 50k
10 Madagascar 18,189,000  21-35% 1 - 3 million 50  [Tarkiye 257,0000  21-35% 25 - 50k
P;‘:ll;r:t;ngzryCountry P?)'[l)rl:f;i?:n E:':i::(:l;v:::ir\zzll?al Prellsiir::(r:asr:olir:;igrzate
Rank Believers
60 [Turkmenistan 164,000 36-50% <10k
61 |Algeria 171,000  21-35% <10k
62 |Bhutan 18,800,  51-70% <10k
63 |Oman 187,000  71-90% <10k
64  |Brunei 55,600  71-90% <10k
65 |Libya 35,500  36-50% <10k
66 [Tajikistan 62,600 51-70% <10k
67 |Palestine 42,6000  51-70% <10k
68 [Tunisia 23,300,  21-35% <10k

BIBLE ACCESS LIST



&) Bible Access List 2025: Bible Shortage list
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METHODOLOGY AND DATA SOURCES

Primary data Secondary data
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\ ; i g Open Doors’ World Watch List
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Bible Shortage: approach and results

Combining Restrictions and Shortage — a global challenge!
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A call to action & Your Toolkit
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Bible Access List 2025:
Bible Restrictions & Bible Shortage list
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M Internet Safety and Availability

BIBLE ACCESS LIST

Is it safe to access
the Bible using the

internet?
What % of the
population has Yo

internet access?




Is it safe to access the Bible using the Internet?

Unsafe: 12 countries
Algeria, Libya, Eritrea, Somalia, Saudi Arabia, Iran, P t:’ riy I‘T"h ;{_: ER i, A
Afghanistan, China, Yemen, NK, Maldives, Turkmenistan _jé : Yy S

126 million Believers
>8 million Bible Shortage

Somewhat safe: 6 countries , o o . F o Rt =i
Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Kazakhstan, Bahrain, - ? _
Kuwait

6 million Believers
> 150k Bible Shortage

. 1 s Bible Access List - Infernet Sofety E_- - :_I ' __:\ II_':'.i:.II .%-:__ gy
Somewhat unsafe: 14 countries b 7y B ikt B ot S e
Tajikistan, Bhutan, Pakistan, Brunei, Azerbaijan, Qatar, P B Gameedat cnsefe B -
Syria, Nepal, India, UAE, Malaysia, Egypt, Ethiopia, I.r" o Wy it 7 B somewnot sate ' .
Ukraine - _‘.\_._H::x,--. 1 2 wial

]

173 million Believers WL
> 22 million Bible Shortage
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What % of the Population has Access to the Internet

o "
<15% coverage: 6 countries TR
72 million Believers W v
>8.5 million Bible Shortage i
15-30% coverage: 14 countries b W
5 :.;:73.;_\ SR
- . N ma
243 million Believers s e N
i § -._.-"';\-; _"".\-.
> 30 million Bible Shortage - N
ar intemet Coveroge
) P / W o T L N
) k. ¢ B s Lo b
31-50% coverage: 21 countries (Y ' b |
356 million Believers Iy - } i ;J
> 41 million Bible Shortage i O
b -
7 2N
’. -

) s
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@ BIBLE ACCESS LIST
2025

A 2025 assessment in 88 countries identifying where Bible access
is most difficult and shortages among Christians are greatest

MISSION STATEMENT
.H To provide a reliable, global view of Bible Restrictions and
Shortages to inform the fulfillment of the Great Commission

CORE ASSESSMENTS

Bible Restrictions list Bible Shortage
list
Block 1 @ Block 2
(75% weight) (25% weight) Estimated
Restrictions ﬁr\‘ Socio- number of
ig\posed by 0 cehharie o Christians
overnments, 2 iri
extremist or barriers (e.9 W™ g?r?;:rt;%ta
other actors poverly, poor don't have
(e.g. banning infrastructure, one. Resuits
Bible printing, low literacy) expressed in
distribution, ranges
awnership) E

METHODOLOGY AND DATA SOURCES

Primary data Secondary data
+  Global sur World Christian Database
\1% il e o g Open Doors’ World Watch List
Expert interviews w . Yo
A : : World Bank Indicatars
Field observations L— I : S
Bible Translation Repositories
KEY OUTPUTS
Bible Bible Country
Restrictions List Shortage List Profiles

A ranked A ranked scored MNarrative
scored list list where the N and visual
v==| based on [GJE shortage among E summaries of
V=] access the Christians is Bible access

restrictions the greatest realities and
prayer needs

Overview

Stories from the Bible

Common Myths about Bible Access

Bible Restrictions: indicators, scoring, results

Bible Shortage: approach and results

Combining Restrictions and Shortage — a global challenge!
Common Myths about Bible Access: debunked!

A call to action & Your Toolkit
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@ BIBLE ACCESS LIST
2025

A 2025 assessment in 88 countries identifying where Bible access
is most difficult and shortages among Christians are greatest

MISSION STATEMENT
.H To provide a reliable, global view of Bible Restrictions and
Shortages to inform the fulfillment of the Great Commission

CORE ASSESSMENTS

Bible Restrictions list

list
Block 1 ® Block 2
(?5?{» 'v?'eigh_t) \\ (25% weight) Estimated
Restrictions DDI:I e r-urr_wbgr of
imposed by S hhorie Christians
Governments, @

Bible Shortage

extromist or barriers (e.g e bt
other actors poverly, poor don't have
(e.g. banning infrastructure, one. Results
Bible printing, low literacy) expressed in

distribution,
ownership)

ranges

METHODOLOGY AND DATA SOURCES

Primary data Secondary data
% Giobalsur World Christian Database
\1% e g Open Doors’ World Watch List
Expert interviews =—] : s
A . : World Bank Indicatars
Field observations L S : S
Bible Translation Repositories
KEY OUTPUTS
Bible Bible Country
Restrictions List Shortage List Profiles

A ranked A ranked scored Marrative
— scored list list where the b and visual
w=—| based on E"}l E shortage among IE summaries of
=) access the Christians is Bible access

restrictions the greatest realities and
prayer needs

Myths about Bible Access — Debunked!

Bible import, printing, ownership and distribution are restricted or
not possible in many countries
Poverty, especially in rural areas, prohibits Bible access

Limited internet and smart phone access in rural, poor
communities
Security and privacy concern in numerous countries

Severe penalties for Bible ownership part parts of the population
in numerous countries. Religious extremists prohibit safe Bible acces
In many countries

Both are part of the solution, but not sufficient
No, audio Bible are also needed for many who are illiterate



@ BIBLE ACCESS LIST
2025

A 2025 assessment in 88 countries identifying where Bible access
is most difficult and shortages among Christians are greatest

MISSION STATEMENT
.H To provide a reliable, global view of Bible Restrictions and
Shortages to inform the fulfillment of the Great Commission

CORE ASSESSMENTS

Bible Restrictions list

list
Block 1 @ Block 2
il NS (25% weight) Estimated
R DG Socio- number of

o

Bible Shortage

imposed by : Christians
Governments, S L] desiring a
extremist or barriers (2.9 o Bible but
other actors poverly, poor don't have
(e.g. banning infrastructure, one. Results
Bible printing, low literacy) expressed in

distribution,

ownership) etz

METHODOLOGY AND DATA SOURCES

Secondary data

World Christian Database
& ;. Doors World Watch List
Sw® \World Bank Indicators
==y

Bible Translation Repositories

Primary data

L Global surveys
\ e
Expert interviews
" ' Field observations

scored list
v==| based on
V=] access

restrictions

list where the

[GJ E shortage among

the Christians is

the greatest

KEY OUTPUTS
Bible Bible Country
Restrictions List Shortage List Profiles
A ranked A ranked scored MNarrative

b and visual
| summaries of
Bible access

realities and
prayer needs

Overview

Stories from the Bible

Common Myths about Bible Access

Bible Restrictions: indicators, scoring, results

Bible Shortage: approach and results

Combining Restrictions and Shortage — a global challenge!
Common Myths about Bible Access: debunked!

A call to action & Your Toolkit
— Biblical Context and Todays Context
— Country Profiles
— Partners
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Bible Access Restrictions and Shortage:
Stories from the Bible & Stories from Today!

MV (2 Kings 22-23)

When the Book of the Law
was found, it was first read
to Josiah, ignited action
leading to revival and

(Nehemiah 8)

Ezra read the Law to retur-
ned exiles. Their response

of worship and repentence
resulted in a broken

(Acts 8:26-40)

Philip explained the
scripture from Isaiah,
leading to salvation and

KING JOSIAH AND EZRA READS THE PHILIP AND THE JEHOSHAPHAT SENDS
T e Ty || e ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH THE LEVITES

(2 Chronicles 17:7-10)

When Jehoshaphat sent
Levites to proclaim the Word,
peace reinged, and the fear

i aton Sothmtmity rebullt expansion of the gospel. of the Lord fell on surronding
Story from Story from
Story from Latin/ South Story from Asia Central Asia/
Africa / Image America / / Image Middle East /
Image Image

The Word that Precedes the Move:
Act Now!

Sy
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WHAT'S BLOCKING
BIBLE ACCESS IN BURKINA FASO?

Country Profile — 4 pages:
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Unmasking the Forces That Restrict Bible Access
in Burkina Faso
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Unmasking the forces that restrict
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Bible Access Initiative Collaborative

BAL Founding
Members e OpenDoors A& DIGITAL BIBLE SOCIETY

BAL 2025
Steering Partners .' BibleLeague & 2 picmaceriesocery /7 e

INTERNATIONA
STANDING WITH THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

BAL 2025 @ sisiesociery @ OpenDoors

Contributing &
TB|bIe|eague

Supporting Partners @
ne Canada

Steering Partners:
* Strategic direction, complete surveys, provide expert advise on select countries, fully participate in working
groups for ranking and launch; multiyear financial contributions

Supporting and Contributing Partners:
* complete surveys for BAL countries, ad hoc provide expert advise on strategy and select countries, other
levels of financial support BIBLE ACCESS LIST




A call to action & Your toolkit

Learn More &

Inform Others
Understand the need.

Dive into the Country Profiles to see the
realities in each of the 88 countries.

Reflect Biblical examples of transformation
through God’s Word — Josiah, Ezra,
Jehoshaphat, and others.

Read real stories from 2025 showing how Bible
access is still urgent and impactful.

Use these resources in youth groups, churches,
schools, or leadership teams.

Help dispel the myths of Bible Access and that
the time for Bible distribution is now!

Take Action

Respond personally and
mobilize others.

Pray — individually and as a group — using the
Country Profiles.

Share what you've learned with your church,
mission board, or prayer network.

Use the findings to create or inform the Bible
distribution strategy and local/ global planning

Mobilize your community to become advocates
for Bible access.

Where and How is God calling you to be part of
the answer?

Partner With Us

Help us go further in 2026.

Join us in preparing for BAL 2026 — expanding to
more countries and more data.

Offer your expertise about a country or topic,
especially if you have insight or contacts in under-
represented regions.

Help complete surveys and gather input from field.

Support the movement financially, strategically, or
with prayer support

Connect with Bible partners like BLI, FLI, and DBS to
support specific projects.

Bible Access Restrictions and Shortage:
Stories from the Bible & Stories from Today!
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Stary from Story from
Story from Latin/ South Story from Asia | Central Asia/
Africa / Image America / Image Middle East /
Image Image

The Word that Precedes the Move:
Act Now!

Contact: BibleaccessList.org or
our Partners:

FRONTLINES

INTERNATIONAL
STANDING WITH THE PersECuTED CHURCH

0
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Questions?
Reflections?
Feedback?
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